
Infusing 
Thinking into 

Classroom
Prof. Dr. Jamal Ahmed Bashier Badi



Introduction
• Developed countries early concerns for teaching thinking.

• The idea of the International conference on thinking.

• The Seventh Conference in Singapore and its theme (Infusing
creative and critical thinking in Curricula).

• The importance of upgrading our educational systems to
meet international standards.

• The necessity to equip our students with better learning skills.



Relationship Between Lecturers 
and Students

• Findings and resolutions of 2003
conference on Higher Education.

• Students between spoon feeding passive
approach and active learning approach.

• Interactive Learning.



Definition 
of Thinking

• Thinking involves manipulation
of information, as when we form
concepts, engage in problem
solving, reason and make
decisions.

• Deliberate exploration of
experience for a purpose
(judging, planning, analyzing,
decision making,…etc.)



Types 
of Thinking

• Divergent (perceptual, creative,
lateral, multidimensional.

• Convergent (Logical, critical,
vertical, unidimensional,
evaluative).

• Both are needed and
complement one another if used
properly.



Why Interactive Thinking is a 

Necessity for Students?

• To maximize the level of learning outcome.

• To enhance participation.

• To be independent in thinking.

• To create an encouraging environment for creativity.

• To achieve competency at international level in all fields
of knowledge.

• To produce a better generation.



Preparing a Good 

Learning Environment

• Seating arrangement.

• The psychological status of the lecturer
(enthusiasm).

• The right start.

• The role of the teacher in creating the right
atmosphere for teaching and learning.



The Use of the Proper 
Terminology 

To use varying terms (word
splash) that:

• Encourage.

• Improve.

• Promote.

• Exploit thinking.



Promoting 

Inquisitiveness  

• Asking questions: an Islamic
perspective.

• The significance of being
inquisitive in teaching and
learning.

• Building inquisitive mindsets.

• Some strategies.



Implementing Skills Through Teaching

Leading students’ minds via Building up and developing
new mental attitudes such as:

• Reasoning.

• Analyzing.

• Comparing and contrasting.

• Inferring.

• Evaluating.

• How to infuse skills in learning? (Examples, engaging
& involving students).



Dealing with Students 

• Attracting students’ attention (attention span).

• Using different methods of teaching.

• Intervals of rest.

• Types of students: (smart, takeover, timid).

• Dealing with students’ responses.
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